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§ 90.447 Retention of station records.
Records required by this part shall be

retained by the licensee for at least one
year.

§ 90.449 Answers to official commu-
nications and notices of violation.

(a) Licensees are required to respond
to official communications with rea-
sonable dispatch and according to the
tenor of the communication. Failure to
do so may be considered by the Com-
mission to reflect adversely on a per-
son’s qualifications to hold Commis-
sion authorizations and may also cre-
ate liabilities for other sanctions.

(b) Any licensee receiving official no-
tice of a violation of the terms of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amend-
ed, any legislative act or treaty to
which the United States is a party, or
the rules and regulations of the Com-
mission, shall, within ten (10) days
from such receipt or such other period
as may be specified by the Commission,
send a written answer to the office of
the Commission originating the origi-
nal notice. If an answer cannot be sent,
or an acknowledgement made, within
such period, acknowledgement and an-
swer shall be made at the earliest prac-
ticable date with a satisfactory expla-
nation of the delay. The answer to each
notice shall be complete in itself and
shall not be abbreviated by reference to
other communications or answers to
other notices. The reply shall set forth
the steps taken to prevent a recurrence
of improper operation.

[59 FR 59965, Nov. 21, 1994]

Subpart O—Transmitter Control
§ 90.460 Scope.

This subpart sets forth the provisions
relating to permissible methods of
transmitter control and interconnec-
tion (see the definition in § 90.7) of
radio systems authorized under this
part.

[44 FR 67124, Nov. 23, 1979, as amended at 62
FR 18934, Apr. 17, 1997]

§ 90.461 Direct and remote control of
transmitters.

(a) In general. Radio transmitters
may be operated and controlled di-
rectly (as when the operating position

for the transmitter and the trans-
mitter being operated are at the same
location), or remotely (as when the
transmitter being operated and the po-
sition from which it is being operated
are at different locations).

(b) Control of transmitters at remote lo-
cations. Radio transmitters at remote
locations may be operated and con-
trolled through the use of wire line or
radio links; or through dial-up circuits,
as provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. Such control links or circuits
may be either those of the licensee or
they may be provided by common car-
riers authorized by law to furnish such
service.

(c) Dial-up circuits. Dial-up circuits
may be provided by wire line telephone
companies under appropriate tariffs,
and they may be used by licensees for
purposes of transmitter control, pro-
vided:

(1) The dial-up circuits serve only to
link licensed transmitter control
points and the transmitters being con-
trolled.

(2) The dial-up circuits are so de-
signed that the transmitters being con-
trolled cannot be operated from any
fixed position other than the licensed
control points for those transmitters.

(3) Equipment used to provide the
transmitter/dial-up-circuit interface is
designed to preclude associated mobile
units of the licensee from reaching any
point(s) served by the wire line tele-
phone facilities other than the control
point(s) of the station(s) controlled.

(4) Any direct electrical connection
to the telephone network shall comply
with applicable tariffs and with part 68
of the Commission’s Rules (See
§ 90.5(j)).

(5) Interconnection, within the mean-
ing of §§ 90.7 and 90.477 through 90.483,
may not take place at a control point
which connects to its associated trans-
mitter(s) through dial-up circuits; nor
may such dial-up transmitter control
circuits be used in conjunction with (or
shared by) interconnection equipment.

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 44
FR 67124, Nov. 23, 1979; 60 FR 50123, Sept. 28,
1995]

§ 90.463 Transmitter control points.
(a) A control operator is required to

be stationed at the operating position
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of a transmitter control point. A con-
trol operator is any person designated
by the licensee to exercise supervision
and control over the operation and use
of the licensee’s facilities. The control
operator may be the licensee; or an em-
ployee of the licensee; or the agent of
the licensee, appointed by the licensee
to act as the control operator; or a
third-party contractor, engaged by the
licensee to serve as the control oper-
ator: Provided, however, In no case,
through appointment or designation of
any person to serve as control oper-
ator, may the licensee delegate any of
the duties and responsibilities the li-
censee may have in his capacity as li-
censee.

(b) Each station or licensed system of
communication shall normally have a
control point, or control points, at
which the control operator or opera-
tors are stationed and at or from which
the licensee may exercise supervision
and control over the authorized facili-
ties, as required by the provisions of
§ 90.461. Provided, however, Control
point requirements may vary from one
system to another, depending upon the
nature of the radio operation; the way
and by whom the facilities are em-
ployed; and other factors, as set out in
other rule sections under this subpart.

(c) A transmitter control point may
be located at a fixed position in a sys-
tem of communication at or from
which the control operator exercises
supervision and control over the oper-
ation and use of the licensed facilities.
Each fixed transmitter control point
shall have equipment and facilities to
permit the control operator:

(1) To determine when the trans-
mitter or transmitters controlled are
either radiating ‘‘RF’’ energy, or when
the transmitter circuits have been
placed in a condition to produce such
radiation. This may be accomplished
either through the use of a carrier op-
erated device which provides a visual
indication when the transmitter(s) are
radiating or a pilot lamp or meter
which provides a visual indication
when the transmitter circuits have
been placed in a condition to produce
radiation. Further, where a local trans-
mitter is used to activate a remote
transmitter or transmitters in the li-
censee’s system of communication, a

single pilot lamp or meter may be em-
ployed to indicate the activation of
both the local and the remote trans-
mitter(s).

(2) To turn the carrier of the trans-
mitter on and off at will, or to close
the system down completely, when cir-
cumstances warrant such action.

(d) The licensee’s transmitting facili-
ties may be operated from dispatch
points, the fixed control point shall
have equipment to permit the control
operator to either disconnect the dis-
patch point circuits from the trans-
mitter(s) or to render the trans-
mitter(s) inoperative from any dis-
patch point being supervised.

(e) Where the system is inter-
connected with public communication
facilities, as provided at §§ 90.477
through 90.483, and where those rules so
require, the fixed control point shall be
equipped to permit the control oper-
ator:

(1) To monitor co-channel facilities
of other licensees sharing an assigned
channel or channels with the licensee
in the licensee’s area of operation; and,

(2) To terminate any transmission(s)
or communication(s) between points in
the public communications system and
the private communications system.

(f) In urban areas, the location of
fixed transmitter control points will be
specified, ‘‘same as transmitter,’’ un-
less the control point is at a street ad-
dress which is different from that of
the transmitter(s) controlled. In rural
areas, the location of fixed control
points will be specified, ‘‘same as
transmitter,’’ unless the control point
is more than 152.5 m (500 ft) from the
transmitter(s) controlled. In the latter
case, the approximate location of the
control point will be specified in dis-
tance and direction from the trans-
mitter(s) controlled in terms of dis-
tance and geographical quadrant, re-
spectively. It would be assumed that
the location of a fixed control point is
the same as the location of the trans-
mitter(s) controlled, unless the appli-
cant includes a request for a different
location described in appropriate terms
as indicated herein.

(g) [Reserved]
(h) Mobile transmitters shall be as-

sumed to be under the immediate con-
trol of the mobile operator; provided,
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however, overall supervision and con-
trol of the operation and use of a com-
munication system may be the respon-
sibility of a fixed control point oper-
ator. In general, mobile transmitters
shall be equipped to permit the oper-
ator to determine when they are radi-
ating ‘‘RF’’ energy or when the trans-
mitter circuits have been placed in a
condition to produce such radiation.
This may be accomplished either
through the use of a carrier operated
device or of a pilot lamp or meter
which will provide a visual indication
when the transmitter is radiating or
has been placed in a condition to
produce radiation provided, however,
that hand-carried or pack-carried
transmitters and transmitters in-
stalled on motorcycles need not be so
equipped.

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978; 44 FR 32220, June
5, 1979; 44 FR 34134, June 14, 1979, as amended
at 44 FR 67125, Nov. 23, 1979; 48 FR 29517, June
27, 1983; 54 FR 39740, Sept. 28, 1989; 58 FR
44960, Aug. 25, 1993]

§ 90.465 Control of systems of commu-
nication.

(a) Depending on design consider-
ations, control of a system of commu-
nication may be exercised in varying
ways. In single frequency simplex,
base/mobile operations, control may be
exercised by the control operator at
the fixed control point. In mobile relay
systems, where there is an associated
control point or control station, con-
trol may be exercised by the operator
at the control point or control station.
In mobile-only systems, control may be
exercised by the mobile operator. In
communication systems involving mul-
tiple base stations or fixed relays con-
trol of the system may result from a
combination of factors and consider-
ations, including control by a fixed
control point operator at some point
within the system of communication or
control by the mobile station operator
of the licensee.

(b) In internal systems, as defined at
§ 90.7 control may be maintained by
conforming the system to the require-
ments of §§ 90.471 through 90.475.

(c) In interconnected systems, as de-
fined at § 90.7 control may be main-
tained by conforming operation and

system design to that permitted at
§§ 90.477 through 90.483.

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 54
FR 39740, Sept. 28, 1989]

§ 90.467 Dispatch points.
Dispatch points meeting the require-

ments of this section need not be spe-
cifically authorized; provided, however,
that the licensee of any radio station
operated from a dispatch point or
points shall assume full responsibility
for the use and operation of the author-
ized facilities in compliance with all
applicable provisions of law or rule and
shall comply with the policy:

(a) A dispatch point may be linked to
the transmitter(s) being operated by
private or leased wire line of fixed
radio circuits, provided the require-
ments of § 90.463 are met.

(b) No telephone position in the pub-
lic, switched, telephone network will
be treated as a dispatch point within
the meaning or intent of this section.

(c) Operation of transmitting facili-
ties from dispatch points is permitted
only when the control operator at a
fixed control point in the system is on
duty and at no other time.

§ 90.469 Unattended operation.
(a) Subject to the provisions of

§§ 90.243, 90.245, and 90.247, mobile relay,
fixed relay, and mobile repeater sta-
tions are authorized for unattended op-
eration; and the transmitter control
point requirements set out at §§ 90.463
through 90.465 shall not apply.

(b) Self-activated transmitters may
be authorized for unattended operation
where they are activated by either
electrical or mechanical devices, pro-
vided the licensee adopts reasonable
means to guard against malfunctions
and harmful interference to other
users.

INTERNAL TRANSMITTER CONTROL
SYSTEMS

§ 90.471 Points of operation in internal
transmitter control systems.

The transmitting facilities of the li-
censee may be operated from fixed po-
sitions located on premises controlled
by the licensee. The fixed position may
be part of a private telephone exchange
or it may be any position in a closed or
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